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Upcoming Meetings and Events
July-August 2008

Monday July 7, Voter Service Steering Comm. 11
a.m. – 1 p.m. @ Denae Lyon’s home 521 S.
Roosevelt

Tuesday July 8, Russian Planning Meeting 5 p.m.
@ Sally Dewey’s home 641 N. Woodlawn enter off
of Murdock

Monday July 14, Voter Service Comm. 5 p.m. @
Denae Lyon’s home

Friday July 18, Naturalization Ceremony 10:45
a.m. – 12:45 Mary Jane Teall Theater Century Two

Wednesday July 23, Calendar Planning 6-8p.m.
@ Sally Dewey’s home 641 N. Woodlawn enter off
of Murdock. Light dinner will be served.

Thursday July 31, Advance Voting starts at 17
sites around Sedgwick Co. Including the Sedg. Co.
Courthouse. Times at Satellite sites are:

Thursday – Noon to 7 p.m.
Friday – Noon to 7 p.m.
Saturday – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Tuesday Aug. 5, Primary Election 6 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Tuesday Sept. 9, Lunch Unit State Study on Water
and Energy, Olive Tree corner of 29th St. N. and
Rock Road 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

President’s Letter – July / August 2008

“The masses are asses.” Okay, okay, that was not
exactly what the delegate from Pennsylvania said.
She said “I don’t trust all the people out there.” I
used to teach high school government classes and
I taught my students about Plato, and specifically
that he thought that because the masses were
asses they needed a Philosopher King. I actually

used that phrase with my students. It is my hope
that they were shocked enough by my choice of
words then to remember them now.

The delegate from Pennsylvania might not
remember those words, but she was referring to her
view that the Electoral College didn’t need to be
changed in any way. Personally, I was
flabbergasted.

This conversation took place one morning at
breakfast at the LWVUS convention in Portland,
Oregon that I recently attended. I’m hooked. It
only took me 23 years to attend a League US
convention and now I’ve promised myself to not
ever let myself miss another one. I was attempting
to garner support for a LWVUS study that I was
working to get adopted. I wanted the National
Popular Vote to be a new study. This study would
allow all of us to learn how we might-state by state-
work around the Electoral College to elect our
president.

What is this National Popular Vote, you may ask?

The National Popular Vote creates a compact. All
of the states that join agree to give their electoral
votes to the candidate who receives the most
popular votes in all 50 states and the District of
Columbia. The compact only kicks in when
enacted by states possessing a majority of the
electoral votes – 270 of 538, enough to elect a
president. The bill has passed in two states,
Maryland and New Jersey. It is a bipartisan effort.
Kansas should become part of the compact. After
all, Kansas has compacts already with other states
for the Powerball lottery, and with Colorado
regarding water.

Voter turnout among 18 to 29 year-olds was 64.4%
in the 10 most competitive states (battleground
states) and 47.6% in the remaining states – a gap of
17%. 23 states, Kansas included, had a negligible
percentage of presidential advertising because the
majority of money and time by the candidates was
spent in only a handful of battlefield states. Joining
the National Popular Vote compact would change
this.

I am pleased to say that we were able to get this
National Popular Vote—a formally non-
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recommended League US study—to be one of our
new studies, along with Reform of Health Care and
Global Climate Change.

I became part of a group that wanted the LWVUS
to adopt a study of the second most widely
suggested topic, which was the National Popular
Vote. I attended a caucus one evening with
Barbara Schmidt from the Johnson County League.
They asked for people to stay after the meeting to
help strategize how to achieve our goal. There
were two Leagues, from New York and Arizona,
which took the lead. New York had almost finished
their own study of the National Popular Vote when
League US shut them down, stating that the NPV
was in direct conflict with our stated League US
position on the Electoral College. Our national
position says that we will only support the
elimination of the Electoral College. We talked
about how we wanted to be the first to propose a
non-recommended study. We knew there were
others that had their own special causes and that
there would be a fatigue factor with the delegates
as more studies were suggested.

Now, who would speak? We put our chairs in a
circle and we all wrote down what we would say in
support. We read aloud our notes. I wrote that I
starting teaching High School Government over 30
years ago. I had my told students “one person, one
vote,” except when electing our president. I
wanted to see that changed. Without League US
letting us study NPV, in my role as Sedgwick County
Co-President, I am prohibited from speaking to a
legislator, legislature, or writing a letter to the editor.
I knew we had to OK this study. I was selected to
speak. There were about a thousand people in this
convention hall. We made sure that we had
people at all three pro microphones. It mostly went
as planned. We all know that everything at annual
meeting is proposed and then voted on later; in this
case, the next day. Everyone seemed to think that
NPV would be selected but I knew how difficult it
would be. The voice and standing votes during the
convention session were too close to call, so we
had to go to a paper ballot.

It PASSED.

The people (there were some guys too) involved
were passionate, informed, and organized. That
was the reason we were successful.
If a million votes in Kansas count as much as a
million votes in Ohio, we’ll see the candidates
again. National Popular Vote is worth a try. More
info? www.fairvote.org/presidential

Report From LWVUS Convention
Ellen F. Estes Co-President

With the historic Presidential election, the
U.S. Senator, U.S. Representatives elections;
and all of the local elections, this is an
exciting and busy year for the league, We
are very busy with forums, debates and
registering voters leading up to the primary
election in August and the general
elections in November. If you are
interested in participating with any of the
Voter Service activities please call me at
684-3461 or 204-3162.

Dates to Know

July 21st Last day to register to
vote for the Primary
Election

July 23rd Advance voting in
person begins at
election office - 510 N.
Main

August 1st Last day voters can
request an advance
ballot by mail for the
August Primary

August 5th Primary Election
October 20th Last day to register

to vote for the General
Election

October 31st Last day voters can
request an advance
ballot by mail for the
General Election

November 4th General Election

Source: Sedgwick County
Election Office

Denae Lyons
Voter Service Chair


